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18th February, 18o0.

Read the firft and fecond time, and commiited to a Commitice of the whole
Houfe, on Thurfday next.

A Bill

For removing any military force of the Unitéd States

from the places of holding ele&ions:.

‘1 Skc. 1. BE it enalted by the Senate and Houfe oj‘ Reprejentatives of ;‘ |
2 the United States of Americay in Congrefs afembled, That it fhall be
3 unlawful for aﬁy military force in the fervice of the United Stafes, to
4 appear armed or embodied at the place, and on the day of holding an
5 eletion for elefors of the Prefident, and Vice-Prefident of the United
6 States, or of any member of Congrefs, or ofthé Governor, or a mem-
7 ber of the legiflature, of any ﬁate:j or in any manner to interfere with
8 fuch elettions.

1 Sec. 2. And be it further enafled, That if any body of troops fhall
2 be ftationed in the neighbourhood of the place where fuch ele&tion may
3 be held, and notice thereof be given by the perfon holding the l'amc,‘
4 to their commanding officer, it fhall be his duty in a fpecial manner, to
5 fuperintend their conduét on that day {o as to prevent any violation of

6 this a&t, and for that purpofe to detain them in camp, unlefs it {hall be

7 fignified to him in writing by the officer, or officers prefiding over or



2
’ .
8 conduéling fuch eleflion, that the vicinity of fuch troops will incom-

9 mode or may overawe the voters, and that he is requelted to remove
10 them to fuch convenient diftance not exceeding as in fuch
11 notice may be prelcribed, in which cafe it fhall be the duty of the offi-
12 cer to conform to the requelt contained in {uch notice: Provided al-
13 ways, That it fhall be lawf{ul for fuch officer, to leave at the proper
14 ftation, fuch guard as may be neceffary for the prote@ion of the works,
15 wilitary ftores and other property, which may have been entrufted to
16 his care.

1 Sec. 3 Andbe it further enaéled, That any officer who fhall refufe

2 or fail to obferve the regulations of this aft fhall be adjudged guilty of

3 difobedience of orders and (hall be cafhiered. Nothingin this a& con-

4 tained fhall be conftrued to deprive foldiers of their right to vote as

5 citizens, for which purpofe thofe who are entided to vote, may be

6 permitted to attend fuch ele@ion as other perfons.



